
PRESIDENT’S LETTER: 

Hello WDAIL members, welcome to 2021! Last year brought the best laid plans to an abrupt 

halt. The executive board adapted to the new norm and offered two virtual shows that were 

well attended. Our 2020 high point was well represented thanks to the virtual horse shows! 

 

2021 has several events being planned. May 1st and 2nd will have a musical freestyle clinic 

with Melanie Michalak. Melanie has created winning musical freestyles for both the WDAA 

World Championships and USDF Regional Championships. It is amazing how much music 

can influence your horse and its way of going. On May 1st we will have our annual meeting 

and awards during the lunch break. We will once again offer a virtual show. Details on these 

events are within the newsletter. 

 

I am wishing you all good health and happiness and am looking forward to seeing you May 1, 

2021! 

FOR MORE  

    INFORMATION: 

• Website:  www.http://

wdaillinois.org/index.html 

• FaceBook: https://

www.facebook.com/Western-

Dressage-Association-of-Illinois-

1600623146839250/ 

• President:  Marilyn Weber (618) 753

-3446 

• Treasurer/Board Member:  Mary 

Skittino  (618) 972-5042 

• Secretary/Vice President:  Dianne 

Doll    (618) 910-7946 
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Enjoy the Journey! 

WDAIL is proud to present a Musical Free-

style Clinic with Melanie Michalak!  This will 

be held Saturday May 1st and Sunday, May 

2nd at CW Equestrian Center, Inc. 11607 

State Route 177; Mascoutah, IL 62258.   

Melanie Michalak is a Musical Freestyle De-

signer, clinician, and USDF “L” Graduate. 

She has designed freestyles for the US Olym-

pic Trials, Pan Am Games, NAJYRC (Gold 

and Silver medals), all USDF levels, World 

Western Dressage Championships , World 

Icelandic Championships (Helsinki), Tempel 

Lipizzans, US Pony Cup, Retired Racehorse 

Project, Extreme Mustang Makeover, Morgan 

Worlds, and more for riders from six nations. 

Her freestyles have won more than 150 USDF 

HOY and All-Breeds awards since 2014, as 

well as 21 Regional Championships and Re-

serves. USDF National Finals awards since 

2014 include 2 National Championships, mul-

tiple Reserve Championships, 20+ top-10 

placements first level through Grand Prix. 

Her freestyles won 4 of the top 6 places at the 

WDAA Western Dressage World Champion-

ships.  

 

 

Melanie has been featured at the Illinois 

Horse Fair and has produced more than 100 

articles on Musical Freestyle.  She has writ-

ten 12 publications for the Chicago Symphony 

Orchestra.  She has ridden and trained 

through Grand Prix, earning many USDF 

Awards  and Horse of the Year Awards on her 

own horses.  Melanie has conducted Musical 

Freestyle Clinics throughout the USA since 

1988. Just to name a few of her many accom-

plishments! Here is an example of one of her 

winning rides:  https://youtu.be/XdH9AfNlGY0  

 

We are thrilled to have her as our first clini-

cian for 2021!! 

The cost will be $100 for current members, 

$160 for non-members.  The clinic is open to 

both Classical and Western Dressage riders! 

You can become a member of WDAIL any 

time up to the day before the clinic and it will 

count towards your clinic fee.   

Deadline for sign-up for the clinics is April 7, 

2021.  You can email silverrose@hometel.com 

to sign-up.  There will be more information in 

future newsletters regarding the clinic. 

MELANIE MICHALAK MUSICAL FREESTYLE CLINIC ~ MAY 1 AND MAY 2, 2021 

Happy Valentines Day! Marilyn Weber 
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INTRODUCTORY 
1st Bridget Thorpe * HBF LUCKY GIRL * 73.709 

2nd Bridget Thorpe * Hot Nite N Kentucky * 72.098 

3rd Cailyn Doll * Chateaubriano * 71.988 

4th Susan Conners * WP Rasheek * 62.870 

BASIC LEVEL 
1st Sophia Novosel * I’ve Been Ripped * 71.416 

2nd Frances Krak * T. Town Big Boy * 71.033 

3rd Bridget Thorpe * HBF Lucky Girl * 69.298           

4th Bridget Thorpe * Hot Nite N Kentucky * 67.050 

5th Susan Conners * Adios Blue Bonanza * 65.420     

6th Denise Gimmarro * RCS Version of Pine * 62.066 

LEVEL 1 
1st Marilyn Weber * R Genga * 74.809 

2nd Cindy Butler * Suntime Scarlet Ribbons * 72.871 

3rd Crystal Welsh * Dynamic Jay * 72.645                          

4th Aubrey Albers.* Precious Desert Rose * 72.309          

5th Marilyn Weber.* Forte WF * 69.496 

6th Denise Gimmarro * RCS Version of Pine * 66.164 

 LEVEL 2 
 1st Stephanie Mussman *Siglavy Aga * 75.148 

 2nd Marilyn Weber * Forte WF * 71.846 

 3rd Marilyn Weber * R Genga * 70.880 

 LEVEL 3 
 1st Stephanie Mussman * Siglavy Aga * 74.460 

 2nd Mary Skittino * BA Vyagra Bey * 71.399 

 3rd Marilyn Weber * ASR Fadls Willie * 71.365         

 4th Mary Skittino * Royals Painted Pride *68.580 

 5th Marilyn Weber * Shenanigans Too * 66.209 

 LEVEL 4 
 1st Stephanie Mussman * Siglavy Aga * 74.460 

 2nd Mary Skittino * BA Vyagra Bey * 70.958 

 3rd Mary Skittino * Royals Painted Pride 70.646 

 4th Marilyn Weber * ASR Fadls Willie * 69.810 

 5th Marilyn Weber * Shenanigans Too * 68.840 

2020 WDAIL High Point Results 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2020 HIGH POINT WINNERS!  EVEN WITH COVID LOOMING WE HAD SOME 

GREAT SCORES!! 

High Points are the average of three of your highest scores from three different judges at three different shows.  High Points 

are by horse and rider.  To enroll in High Points, select that on your Membership Form, choose your horse and what Level 

you want to track.  If you ride multiple levels with multiple horses, you will need to sign each one up.  $15 per 

horse/rider/level.  For more information, please contact Marilyn Weber at (618) 753-3446. 

YOUR WDAA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

• Learning Management System: A member only video education 

portal to further your knowledge and understanding of Western Dres-

sage. Horse Lifetime Points & Awards Program: Earn awards and 

recognize the accomplishments of your horse over his/her lifetime as 

you achieve test scores and rail class placings in Western Dressage 

shows at all levels. Rules and other information available 

at http://westerndressageassociation.org/wdaa-horse-lifetime-points-

and-awards-program/ 

• Social Corral: Private Facebook Group for members to interact, 

discuss, and conceive new ideas for Western Dressage. 

• Member Forum: Private website based discussion forum for 

members to interact and discuss all the aspects of horse ownership 

and Western Dressage. Professional visibility: Get listed in the WDAA 

Professional Directory available to be seen by potential clients. Click 

here for a submission form to be listed in our professional Directo-

ry.  Click here to view our professional directory. Eligibility to show at 

the Western Dressage World Championship Show. 

• Free 1 Year USEF Fan Membership ($25 value) with access to 

USEF videos, searches, and discounts. 

• Eligibility to become a WDAA State Affiliate member to connect 

locally to participate in Western Dressage shows, clinics and other 

activities and share your love of the horse with new friends and like-

minded riders in your community. 

• WDAA/USEF Western Dressage Judges Seminar an invaluable 

educational opportunity to learn just what judges are trained to look 

for, open to all members. 

The Dressage Foundation Century Club for Western Dressage 

riders from The Dressage Foundation. Visit their website to learn 

more: http://www.dressagefoundation.org/grants-and-

programs/century-club/ 

Riding Warehouse: 15% off your order with Riding Warehouse for 

our WDAA members: 

https://www.ridingwarehouse.com/western.html?from=group  

eVet: As an affiliate partner with the Western Dressage Association 

of America, eVet is the preferred platform for submitting digital vac-

cination records. WDAA members who sign up for an eVet account 

receive a free 30-day horse listing on Epona Exchange while support-

ing WDAA in today’s challenging economic times. For every new 

WDAA member who joins eVet, a portion of the proceeds goes 

to WDAA.https://wdaa.memberclicks.net/evet-partnership 

  

YOUR WDAIL BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
 

• Discounts on attendance and participation at select WDAIL 

events. 

• Eligible to participate in the WDAIL high point program by send-

ing in copies of your scored tests at any schooling or approved 

show that uses WDAA tests and rules.. 

• Eligibility to earn high scoring member awards at shows. 

• Eligibility to attend our annual, members only meeting. 

• Eligibility to vote, run for office, and submit your ideas for the 

future activities of the affiliate. Helping you connect locally with 

interested riders in your area and helping you advertise clinics or 

shows at your facility.  

Tumblers for 

Participants! 
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Welcome to the WDAA Video Ride a Test Program  

WDAA Video Ride a Test 

Choose which test you are submitting from the dropdown menu. 

Attach the link to your test which you have downloaded to your own YouTube page. 

You will be notified when your results are posted on the WDAA Video Education Portal (VEP). 

Please make your payment in the form below to complete your submission; 

( ) $40 video and test will NOT be posted on the WDAA VEP 

( ) $30 test video and scored test WILL appear on the WDAA VEP 

Submit Your Ride A Test Video Here:  https://wdaa.memberclicks.net/wdaa-ride-a-test#/  

Guidelines for submitting test videos 

The video must be made from behind C, and in a dressage arena with letters. 

The arena dimensions should be as close to regulation size as possible but we will be a little flexible. 

It shouldn't be any longer than 1 minute over the time listed on the test. 

Please do not zoom in too closely, the judge needs to see at least a portion of the arena and letters. 

The video may not be a ride from a previous show. 

Video must be taken in landscape mode. 

Upload the test to your personal YouTube account, see directions here. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=l0eM1_JVqHE&list=PL9hW1uS6HUfsHJGacBWVx9yp8jQYHTO-Q&index=2 
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Western Dressage Association of Illinois 

 ** Show are linked to their  prospective website  ** 

WDAA Recognized * USEF Lite * Schooling Shows * Clinics 2021  

DATE  DESCRIPTION  LOCATION  CONTACT  INFORMATION  

Feb 7-21 
Better Dressage Scores February 

Online Show #21-181 

http://betterdressagescores.

com  

 

Aryelle Stafford  

(504)427-0873 

 

Feb 1ð28 
Online - Briar Glen Riding Academy 

Virtual Show Series - #21-185  

 https://briarglenridingacad

emy.com  

Pamela McGeough 

(757) 537-1609 

Jan 29ðFeb 28 
Online - Cabin Fever Winter Show - 

#21-142  

http://www.spotlighthorses

hows.com  

Carolyn Lindholm 

(734) 679-5019 

 

Feb 5ð15 
Online - DSO Western Dressage 

Open Show -#21-170  

http://www.dressageshowo

nline.com  

 

Vicky Treverton 

(678) 680-9518 

 

Feb 5ðMar 7 
Online - Gulf Coast Jubliee Show - 

#21-130  

http://www.spotlighthorses

hows.com  

 

Gail Matheus 

(734) 679-5019 

 

Feb 1ð15 
Online - Sorensen Park February 

2021 Virtual Show - #21-189   
http://sorensenpark.com  

 

Reid Sorenson 

(262) 441-1220 

 

May 1ð2 
Melanie Michalak Musical Free-

Style Clinic 

CW Equestrian Center 

11607 State Route 177 

Mascoutah, IL  62258  

 

Dianne Doll 

(6158) 910-7946 

May 1ð15 
WDAIL SPRING FLING—PRECURSOR TO 

WDAA ONLINE WORLDS 

https://www.facebook.com/grou

ps/205230457132391 

Dianne Doll 

(6158) 910-7946 

2021 IS THE YEAR YOU NEED TO PRE-QUALIFY FOR THE WORLDS SHOW! 

If you know of something coming up, please let Dianne Doll know about it.  (618) 910-7946 or ddoll@cwequestriancenter.com. 

Thanks!! 
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Please Support our Sponsors! 

Cindy Butler 

WDAA President 

AMHR, ASPC, AMHA, IBHA, 

ABRA, POAC, USEF, NSBA  

(618) 581-2655 

Royale Ranch 

1801 Lemen Road 

O’Fallon, IL  62269 

Dave Skittino 

(618) 972-5043 

www.royalerancharabianhorses.com 
 

Country Financial 

Auto, Financial Planning, Home, 

Commercial, Life, Retirement  

Planning 

Lea Sommers 

(618) 344-8844 

lea.sommers@countryfinancial.com 

 

SommersGate Farms 

Tom & Lea Sommers 

1433 Cypress Road 

St. Jacob, IL  62281 

(618) 593-0999 

(618) 644-5859 

www.sommersgatefarms.com 

Nell Tekampe 

9206 E IL Route 173 

Richmond, IL  60071-9022 

(815) 790-4188 

www.nelltekampe.com 

 

Wow Factor Jewelry 

Tammy Fuller 

(618) 968-3610 

wowfactorcustomizedjewelry@hotmail.com 

FaceBook Page 

New Hanover Farm 

Exceptional Dressage & Sport Horses 

6574 Crook Road 

Waterloo, IL  62298-3538 

(314) 603-2229 

www.newhanoverfarm.com 

Weinhardt Party Rentals 

11601 Manchester Road 

Des Peres, MO  63131 

Ed Weinhardt 

(314) 822-9000 

edw@weinhardtpartyrentals.com 

www.weinhardtpartyrentals.com 
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Western Dressage Association® of Illinois (WDAIL) and {___________________}, henceforth known 

as "Sponsor," enter into this agreement freely and willingly on the {____} day of {______}, 2019.  

The covenants of this agreement are as follows:  

The Sponsorship 

Sponsor agrees to provide WDAA with $100.  

Credit 

In exchange for this sponsorship, WDAIL agrees to have the sponsor name and contact information 

printed on the WDAIL webpage, WDAIllinois.org and all pamphlets distributed by WDAIL at the Illinois 

Horse Fair and other venues.   Donations to WDAIL are tax deductible as WDAIL is a charitable 

organization under the 501(c)3 tax code. 

Delivery 

Sponsor agrees that payment will be delivered to WDAIL.  Payment can be made to WDAIL, 1801 

Lemen Rd, OôFallon, IL 62269 

Relationship 

This agreement represents the only relationship between WDAIL and Sponsor. No other relationship 

between the two entities exists, implied or otherwise.  

 

____________________________   ________________________________ 

Sponsor Name     Sponsor Signature  

 

____________________________   ________________________________ 

WDAIL Representative Name   Company Representative Signature 

 

 

WDAIL Sponsorship Form 


